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N E W  Y O R K  — S ig er son Mor r ison,  t he f oot w ear  f ir m  t hat  g r ew  f r om  m ak ing  c ust om -m ade 
shoes f or  p r iv at e c lient s t o a $ 30 m illion business w it h t w o lines and a hig h-end handbag  
c ollec t ion,  has a new  ow ner .  
 
T he 15 -year -old c om p any said F r iday t hat  as p ar t  of  an ef f or t  t o f ur t her  ex p and t he label,  
it  has sold a m aj or it y st ak e t o Mar c  F isher  L L C ,  a G r eenw ic h,  C onn. -based f oot w ear  f ir m  
headed by Mar c  F isher .  F isher  w as p r esident  of  p r oduc t  dev elop m ent  and sour c ing  f or  
N ine W est  G r oup  f r om  19 9 9  t o June 2003.  H e is t he son of  N ine W est  c o-f ounder  Jer om e 
F isher .  T he young er  F isher  f ounded his ow n f ir m  in Januar y 2005 .  
 
F ollow ing  t he S ig er son Mor r ison ac q uisit ion,  t op  p r ior it ies inc lude building  t he label' s 
assor t m ent  by p ossibly adding  eyew ear  and f r ag r anc e,  am ong  ot her  c at eg or ies;  boost ing  
it s r et ail st or es,  inc luding  op ening  a new  f lag ship  her e;  st r eng t hening  w holesale 
ac c ount s,  and adding  m or e st af f ,  w it h am bit ions t o hir e S ig er son Mor r ison' s f ir st  c hief  
ex ec ut iv e of f ic er  in t he nex t  six  m ont hs.   
 
" I t ' s a hug e m ov e f or  us, "  said K ar i S ig er son,  w ho f ounded t he f ir m  w it h Mir anda 
Mor r ison in 19 9 1.  T he t w o w ill r em ain c o-c r eat iv e dir ec t or s at  t he label.  T er m s of  t he 
deal w er e not  disc losed.   
 
" W e' v e alw ays been our  ow n lit t le indep endent  br and,  but  it  w as f r ust r at ing  f or  us, "  added 
S ig er son.  " W e hav e t his g r eat  p r oduc t ,  but  w e hav en' t  had t he m ag ic  st uf f  t o g r ow  it .  
T her e' s alw ays been som e asp ec t  w e w ant ed t o c onq uer  t hat  w e j ust  c ouldn' t .  A nd now  
it ' s lik e w e' r e unloc k ing  t hat  sec r et  r oom . "   
 
S ig er son Mor r ison t old W W D  in May 2005  t hat  it  w as hop ing  t o at t r ac t  inv est or s t o help  
g r ow  t he label.  T he f ir m ' s m eet ing s w it h F isher  dat e bac k  a year .   
 
" I t ' s been a long  and har d r oad, "  said S ig er son.  " W e w or k ed f or  a long  t im e j ust  t o 
m ent ally p r ep ar e our selv es f or  t his t yp e of  deal and g et  all t he doc um ent s t og et her .  T hen 
w e did a lot  of  hom ew or k  and m et  w it h a lot  of  p eop le,  inc luding  p r iv at e eq uit y c om p anies 
and hug e f ashion c ong lom er at es.  I t  c am e dow n t o t hr ee inc r edible of f er s. "  
 
Mor r ison added t hat  w hat  ult im at ely help ed t hem  m ak e t he dec ision w as t heir  new  
p ar t ner ' s p assion f or  f oot w ear .   
 
" T o see t hem  at  w or k  w it h t heir  shoes and hear  t hem  t alk  about  t heir  sec t or  of  t he 
business m ade it  f eel lik e hom e, "  said Mor r ison.  " T he f ir m  also shar es our  
ent r ep r eneur ial sp ir it  and r esp ec t s our  D N A . "  
 
S ig er son Mor r ison has about  32 em p loyees,  all of  w hom  ar e ex p ec t ed t o st ay on at  t he 
f ir m ,  w hic h w ill r em ain based in N ew  Y or k .   
 



F isher ' s f ir st  deal at  his new  c om p any w as sig ning  a lic ensing  ag r eem ent  t o p r oduc e and 
dist r ibut e G uess w om en' s and m en' s f oot w ear .  I n Januar y,  F isher  also launc hed an 
ep onym ous c ollec t ion of  c ont em p or ar y shoes p r ic ed bet w een $ 60 and $ 9 0 t hat  is sold 
ex c lusiv ely t hr oug h Mac y' s.   
 
" O ne of  our  f ir st  ag endas w hen w e st ar t ed t his c om p any w as t o g et  int o t he bet t er  shoe 
m ar k et , "  said F isher .  " W e w ant  a div er sif ied p or t f olio of  businesses.  I ' v e alw ays lov ed t he 
S ig er son Mor r ison br and and f ound K ar i and Mir anda t o hav e a g r eat  eye. "  
 
S ig er son Mor r ison est ablished it s business by c r eat ing  up dat ed t ak es on c lassic  f oot w ear  
st yles lik e sk im m er s,  k it t en heels and m ot or c yc le boot s at  p r ic es t hat  r ang e f r om  $ 300 
f or  a sandal t o $ 8 00 f or  boot s.  S ig er son Mor r ison int r oduc ed sm all leat her  g oods and 
handbag s,  ut iliz ing  t he sam e lux ur ious leat her s and f ine I t alian m anuf ac t ur ing  as it s 
shoes,  at  p r ic es av er ag ing  ar ound $ 7 5 0 in 2001.  B elle,  S ig er son Mor r ison' s dif f usion line 
of  f oot w ear  at  p r ic es t hat  av er ag e ar ound $ 200,  beg an r et ailing  f or  sp r ing  2004 .  Mor r ison 
said,  am ong  ot her  ar eas,  B elle of f er s a hug e op p or t unit y f or  t he f ir m ,  w it h t he 
int r oduc t ion of  handbag s f or  t hat  label being  an obv ious st ep  t o m ak e.  
 
" O ur  num ber -one t ask  is t o t ig ht en up  t he j ob w e do based on t he p r oduc t  w e hav e, "  said 
Mor r ison.  " T hen w e w ant  t o addr ess t he obv ious c at eg or ies f or  us t o ex p lor e,  lik e 
handbag s,  eyew ear  and a f r ag r anc e. "  
 
R et ail ex p ansion is also on t he ag enda.  T he f ir m  has f our  bout iq ues,  t w o in N ew  Y or k ' s 
N oL I t a neig hbor hood,  one in L os A ng eles on W est  T hir d S t r eet  and anot her  in T ok yo t hat  
is op er at ed in p ar t ner ship  w it h t he S hin-ei G r oup  L t d.   
 
" W e w ant  t o op en a f lag ship  her e,  and w e w ould lik e t o look  at  c r eat ing  bout iq ues in k ey 
c it ies, "  said Mor r ison.  
 
A  sp ec if ic  g oal f or  t he num ber  of  st or es is st ill t o be det er m ined,  but  c it ies bot h S t at eside 
and abr oad w ill be on S ig er son Mor r ison' s r adar .   
 
" W e hav e alw ays been an int er nat ional c om p any, "  said Mor r ison.  " B ut  w e t hink  it ' s t im e 
t o t ak e our  selling  m or e on t he r oad.  W e see t hat  as a big  g r ow t h op p or t unit y,  so w e ar e 
t hink ing  g lobally. "  
 
S ig er son Mor r ison w holesales t o ap p r ox im at ely 25 0 door s w or ldw ide,  inc luding  B er g dor f  
G oodm an,  B loom ing dale' s,  Mac y' s,  N or dst r om ,  S t anley K or shak  in L os A ng eles and 
H ar v ey N ic hols in L ondon.  
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